Quantitative Research Project

Learning Objectives
In this project, you will learn:
Skill
· Learning about survey methodology and sampling methods
· Using software to access and analyze census data
· Identifying independent and dependent variables
· Quantitative writing
· Learning how to construct, read, and interpret bivariate tables displaying frequencies and percentages
· Learning how to choose which method to employ, how to undertake original research (complete with data collection and analysis), and how to present your findings
Substance
· How to examine relationships between social constructs empirically.

Specific Requirements
This research project is quantitative data based. Your paper is expected to be typed with 1 inch margins and 12-point type font, double spaced. The paper does not need to be longer than seven pages (not including graphs, tables).

1. Introduction
Write a paragraph to introduce what you are planning to study (the dependent variable). Explain why it is important to study this topic. What is the sociological or political importance of this research? Is there any practical or policy implication?

2. Hypotheses
a. Identify the independent variables you want to include. You should have at least four independent variables.
b. Develop hypotheses regarding the effect of each independent variable (what effect do you expect each independent variable has on the dependent variable). State explicitly why you think each independent variable should work that way. You need to give some reasons about why an independent variable may affect the dependent variable.
c. You need to find some literature that supports your hypotheses. Cite at least four sources for the whole paper.
d. The literature may be from sociological, political, or other related academic Journals or Books. Many of them can also be found on-line in JSTOR or EBSCO.
e. Try to search databases, such as GALILEO, on the web page of our university library. Reference librarians should also be able to help you.

3. Data and Measurement
a. Give the name of the data set and the year of which the data of the survey is used.
b. How are the dependent and independent variables defined and measured?
c. What are the original attributes of each variable?
d. Specify how you recoded some of the variables.

4. Results
a. Univariate analysis
· Report the frequency distribution of each variable.
b. Bivariate analysis
· Based on the bivariate tables, analyze the relationship between each of the independent variables and the dependent variable. s
c. Multivariate analysis (if applicable)
· Based on the regression tables, analyze the relationship between each of the independent variables and the dependent variable.
d. Attach all the tables to the end of the paper. Create Appendix. 
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5. Conclusions
Summarize the major findings of your analysis. Are the results consistent with your hypotheses? Do you think your results have any policy implications? Are there limitations in your study? How would you like to improve your study in the future? (such as what other independent variables you would like to add, what other relevant topics you would like to explore)

6. References 
A complete and accurate list of references must be included, in the style of the American Psychological Association Publication Manual. 


